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Dr. Emmons’ Sermon. 


{ Continued. } 


It is now time to make it appear, if possible, 

I]. That God is to be justified in his treatment of 
Pharaoh. 

We must proceed upon the supposition, that God did 
treat him in the manner, which has been represented ; 
and especially, that he did, among other things, actual- 
ly harden his heart. For, if this be not supposed, there 
ig no occasion to say a single word, to justify the divine 
conduct, nor so much as to inquire, why it is to be jus- 
tified. But supposing this to have been sufficiently 
proved, it may be observed, 

1. That better judges, than we can pretend to be, 
have approved of God’s treatmentof Pharaoh. We 
find his own testimony in favor of God and against bim- 
self. In the verse before the text, God told him, that 
he would cut him off from the earth. Andin the text, 
he told hiw that in very deed he had raised him up for 
this purpose. But we read afterwards in the twenty- 
seventh verse of the context, ‘* Pharaoh sent, and call- 
ed for Moses and Aaron, and said unto them, J hare 
sinned this time: The Lory 1s rniaureovs, and J and 
and my people are wicked.” ‘This Pharaoh said, after 
God had raised him up; after he had taken off restraints 
from his mind; after he had sent severe judgments up- 
on him; after he had hardened his heart; and after he 
had told him, that he had raised him up to destroy bim. 
By this time, Pharaoh was nearly ripened for ruin, end 
properly prepared to judge, whether God had injured 
him, or whether he had injured God. And he freely 
acknowledges, that he was ticked, and had injured 


femn, public, and joyful approbation of Gods treat- 
! ment of Pharaoh, it must be presumption in us, to call 
ra justice, or the goodness of Gou in question. 
But still better jadges, than the leaders, elders, and 
' tribes of Israel, have approved and applauded the di- 
| vine conduct towards the hardened and incerrigible 
._ king of Egypt; 1 mean the saints and angels in heaven. 
i'They have sung, and will continue to ei the song of 
| Moses, at the overthrow of Pharaoh. The Apostle 
' John tells us, that he saw not only the ‘seven angels 
| who had the seven Iast plagues, but also them that had 
goilen the victory over the beast standing on the sea 
of glass, having the harps of God, and singing the song 
of Moses the servant of God, saying, ** Great and 
marvellous are thy works, Lord God Almighty, just 
and true are thy ways, thou king of saints! There is 
not a single instance of God’s conduct since the crea- 
tion of the world, which has been more universally and 
constantly applauded by the best judges of moral beau- 
ty and rectitude, than his raising up aud destroying the 
cruel and incorrigible king of Egypt. We must be- 
lieve, therefore, that the Judge of all the earth did 
right, in forming and destroying that veseel of wrath. 
2. The sovereignty and justice of God allowed him 
to treat Pharaoh in the manner which has just been 
described. ‘The Deity had a sovereign right to bring 
Pharaoh into existence ; to give him the powers and 
| faculties of a moral agent ; to place him at the head of 
a kingdom ; and to operate upon his heart in the came 
manner, in which he operated upon the hearts of other 
men. And when Pharach, under such circumstances, 
i became extremely haughty, cruel, malevolent, and ob- 
|stinate ; he had a right, in point of justice, to cut him 
off from the earth, and send him to endless perdition. 
'In forming Pharaoh, God displayed neither justice, or 








God, and that God was righteous, and had never ims) injustice, but only sovereignty. As the potter is a eov- 


jured him. Thisteetimony has every mark of truth an 
sincerity. And who shall presume to impeach the di- 
vine conduct towards Pharaoh, after be himself has 
publicly and solemnfy justified it ? 

Moees and Aaron were well acquainted with the 
whole series of God's conduct towards Pharaob, in the 


eign in forming his vessels ; so God is a sovereign in 
forming moral agents. And after he has formed mora! 
| agents, he has a right to treat them according to their 
moral characters. If their moral characters are per- 
'fectly holy, God has a right to make them completely 
land forever happy ; but if their moral characters are 


most critical and important stage of his life. God told, perfectly sinful, God has aright to make them com- 


them his ultimate design with respect to the king of pletely and forever miserable. God formed Pharaoh @! not hear, unto thie day. 





tion, And all this God did with respect to Pharaoh, 
who, therefore, has every mark of a reprobate. But if 
God did actually reprobate Pharaoh, we may justly 
conclude, that he reprobated all others, whom he did 
not choose to eterpal life. This inference the Apostle 
Paul draws from the fate of Pharaoh, in the vinth of 
Romans. ‘* For the Scripture saith onto Pharaoh, 
Even for this same purpose have I raised thee up, that 
I might shew my power in thee, amd that my name 
might be declared throughout all the earth. Therefore 
hath he mercy on whom he will have mercy, and 
whom he will he hardeneth. Thou wilt say then unto 
me, why doth he yet find fault? For who hath resisted 
his will? Nay bot, O man, who art thou that repliest 
against God ? shall the thing formed say unto him that 
formed it, Why hast thou made me thus? lath not 
the potter power over the clay of the same lump to 
make one vetsel unto honor, and another unto dishon- 
or? What, if God, willing to shew his wrath, and to 
make his power known, endured with much Jong-suf- 
fering the vessels of wrath fitted to destruction: And 
that he might make known the riches of his glory on 
the vessels of his mercy, which he had afore prepared 
unto glory 7? The case of Pharaoh is here introduced, 
to prove and illustrate the doctrine of reprobation, as 
the counterpart to the doctrine of election. Pharaoh's 
fate proves, that God has in fact reprobated some of 
the human race. And God's conduct towards him il- 
lustrates his conduct towards ‘all the vessels of wrath, 
who shall be fitted for destruction, in distinction from 
his conduct towards all the vessele of mercy, who shal} 
be fitted for salvation. This eame Apostle teaches, in 
various other passages in his writings, that God has 
reprobated all, whom he has not elected. © He says to 
the Thessalonians, ** God has not appointed us to 
wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus 
Christ.” Here be supposes, that all, whom God has 
not appointed to salvation, he bas appointed to wrath. 
Again he says to the Romans, “ Israel hath not obtaiu- 
‘ed that which he seeketh for ; but the elec/ion hath ob- 
tained it, and the rest were blinded. According as it is 
written, God heath given them the spirit of slumber, 
eyes that they should not see, and ears that they should 





And David saith, Let their 


gypt. They also carried bis messages to Pharaoh, moral agent, and, as a moral agent, he was totally |¢able be made a snare, and a trap, and a stumbling- 


and brought back his answers to God. They were ‘wicked, and deserved to be cast off forever. God, !pjock, and a recompence unto them. 


Let their eyes 


personally knowing te the mercies and jodgments, | {),erefore, acted according to strict justice, in dooming’ pe darkened, that they may not see, and bow down 


which God employed to bring Pharaoh to submission 


Lim to eternal destruction. Divine sovereignty wus 


their back alway.’’ Llis meaning is, let every thing 


and repentance ; and alzo to the language and conduct | displayed in the formation, and divine justice in the} cerye to blind and harden reprobate sinners, and fit 


of Pharaoh, under the divine warnings, admonitions, | destruction, of Pharaoh ; and for the display of these! ¢tom for Gnal destrnction. 


and corrections. 


ing to Pharaoh, aud cut him off from the earth. And 
they were so fully persuaced of the benevolence as well 


at rectitude of the divine conduct, that they most cor- ing God's treatment of Pharaoh. If what hafbeen said | 
dially joined with near three millions of people, in. 


ptaising God for the destruction of Pharaoh and his 


hosts in the merciless waves. ‘* Then sang Moses and 


the children of Israel this song unto the Lord, saying, | 


I will sing unto the Lord: for he hath triumphed glo- 


Tiously ; the horse and his rider hath he thrown into) 


the sea. Thy right band, O Lord, is become glorious 
in power: thy right hand, O Lord, hath dashed in pic- 
ces the enemy. And in the greatness of (Mine excel- 
leney thou hast overthrown them (that rose up against 
thee: thou sentest forth thy wrath, which consumed 
them as stubdle. 
Who is like thee, glortous tn holiness, 
After such a sol- 


mong the gods; 


fearful in praises, doing wouders."” 


Who is kke un'o thee, O Lord, a-, 


{ tures. 
| Ihave now finished what I proposed to say concern- 


be true, it will establish some points of serious impor- 
‘tance vpon a firwer foundation, than that of mere met- 
aphysical erguments. 

1. It appears from the divine conduct towards Pha- 
‘raoh, that the doctrine of reprobation is true im fact. 
Pharaoh was areprebele. God determined from eter- 
‘nity to make bins finally miserabic. "This determination 

be eventually carried into effect. He brought bim in- 
to being; formed Lim a rational and accountable crea- 


ture; tied him with mercies and judgments ; hardened | 
iis beart under both ; caused bim to bil Up the measure | 
of his iniquity ; and fiwally cut bias off by an act of bis | 


justice. 
reprobatiow, c+ tue cuublerpart to the doctrine of elec- 


This is all (Ghat has ever been understood by’ 


The Apostle Peter repre- 


; pipe L ney steed oreainien f the last | perfections towards that son of perdition, God deserves! gents the doctrine of reprobation in direct contrast 
miracle of justice, by which God fulfilled bis threaten-| the approbation and praise of all his intelligent crea-. with the doctrine of election. 


Le says to christians in 
igencral, ** Wherefore also it is contained in the Scrip- 
‘ture, Behold, I lay in Sion a chief corner-stone, elect, 
precious: and he that believeth on him shall not be 
confounded, Unto you therefore which believe he is 
| precious: but unto them which be disobedient, the stone 
lwhich the builders disallowed, the sume is made the 
head of the corner, and a stone of stumbling, and « 
‘rock of offence, eren (a them thal stumble at the word, 
| being disobedient, whereunto also they tence eppomicd,”” 
| Our Saviowr, likewise, in the course of his preaching, 
‘taught the doctrine of reprobation in plum sud pointed 
| terms. Ile publicly called Judos before hisdeath, “the 
son of perdition”* He told some of his obstinate bear- 
ers, that he came into the world to save the elect, and 
-todestroy the non-elect, % Jesus said, Vor judgment 
}am come inte the world: that they which see not 
tight eee, and that they which ece might be made 
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blind.” And it appears, that his miracles and preach- lterest. Christian unity is the soul of eficient action, 
ing had this effect upon those, who » ere given up to a; and the pledge of permanent success, The formation 
reprobate spirit. ‘* But though he bad done so many} and continuance of the social state depend upon voion 


iniracles before them, yet they believed not on him: 
‘hat the saying of Esaiag the prophet might be fulfilled | 
which he spake, Lord, who hath believed our report? 
and to whom hath the arm of the Lord been revealed ? 
Therefore they could not believe, because Esaias said 
again, He hath blinded their eyes, and’ hardened their 
heart, that they should not see with their eyes, nor un- 
derstand with their heart, and be converted, and I 
should heal them.” Scripture facts and dec)urations 
give us no more room to doubt, whether God has re- 
probaled some, than whether he has elected others ; nor 
whether he will eventually destroy all the reprobale, 
than whether he will eventually save all the elect.— 
Though multitudes may dislike the doctrine of repro- 
bation; yet none have a right to say, that this solemn 
and important doctrine is not plainly revealed in the 
scriptures of truth. 
(T'o be concluded in our next.) 


—D >. a 


From the (Boston) Columbian Centinel. 


THE ADDRESS, 


By the Rev. Mr. Turner, delivered at the laying of 








the Corner Stone of the New Universalist Mecting- 


House, erecting in Bulfinch-street, October 7, 1822 


** Every house is builded by some man, but he that 
built all things is Gop.” The plan of infinite wisdom 
is the model] by which the finest specimens of art are 
executed. The Great Builder of heaven and earth, 
with a prescience which perceived ** the end from the 
beginning,”’ laid the foundations of the Universe amidst 
the ** shouts of the sons of God,” and the exultations 
of the ** morning stars.” On earth we have * the pat- 
terns of things in the heavens.” It is graciously per- 
mitted to man, to stand ata humble distance from the 
seat of Supreme wisdom and power, and with trembling 
hand to copy in faint aud imperfect colors, the designs 
of the divine intelligence. The capacity to produce 
an imitation, however below the sublime original, de- 
monstrates the dignity of the human mind. Truly, 
** there is a spirit in man, and the inspiration of the Al- 
mighty giveth him understanding.” 

Security and convenience suggest the erection of a 
dwelling for domestic joy, and under the hand of labor, 
a comfortable mansion arises, the object and the reward 
of the proprietors’ exertions. Refined taste raises the 
magnificent edifice, consecrates it an abode for philoso- 
phy and science. Religion inspires her votaries with 
her own exalted spirit; they lay the basis of her tem- 
ple ; they build her walls; they erect and beautify her 
columns, and with those who anciently imparted a por- 
tion of their substance for the erection of the tabernacle, 
and the building of the temple of Solomon, they are 
honored with his approbation ** who dwelleth not in 
temples made with hands,’ and under the direction of 
divine wisdom, they rejoice in the completion of the 
structure which art and skill devised. 

Persuaded, that you, my christian brethren, who have 
associated to erect another house for the worship of 
God, are actuated by motives, worthy of your ** high 
and holy vocation,” | offer you my most cordial felici- 
tations. Yours, we believe, is the ** work of faith and 
the labor of love.” Prompted by a desire to give a 
wide extension and greater effect to the truths of the 
gospel, which you feel demand your engagedness, and 
to increase your convenience, you have united to aid 
and assist each other in a work, which will give you 
*‘praise in all the churches.’? The fervent heart of every | 
christian, united with you in the faith, commends your | 
efforts to the superintendence and direction of heayen. 
Remember,brethren, that a steady co-operation wilh 
aids of providence, is at once your duty and your 





the 
in- | 


‘the workmen who wrought at the tabernacle, and con- 


‘favorable event, no disheartening occurrence, nose- 


‘structure shall have risen wpon this foundation, and 


of spirit, design, and effort. The religion which you 
profess is intended to charecterize every measure, I- 
volving social interest and social felicity. It should en- 





ter into every design, guide every act, and mark eve ry | 
enterprize. Let the conciliating te mper of religion be 
your directory, in all the duties, transactions, and Ja- 
bors befure you. Goon them, end prosper. And may 
the Lord be with you, and crown your united exer- 


tions with a rich reward. 

We address the Master Architect of this contemplat- 
ed edifice, and those under his supervision, with feel- 
ings hke those which actuated the Jewish tribes, when 
they encouraged the hearts & strengthened the bands of 


structed the ark. Convinced,that like Bezaleel and Aha- 
liab, you are ** wise hearted men,”? and skilful in eve- 
ry branch of your art, we wish you healtb, energy, and 
success in the prosecution of your expected labors.— 
We know that * except the Lord build the house, 
they labor in vain that build it.”?. We confidently trust 
im that benevolent and all-disposing power which di- 
rects all events, to carry you through the business be- 
fore you in safety, and with satisfaction. May no un- 


rious accident interrupt your progress, till the super- 


you bring forth its ** top-stone with joy.” 

The transactions of this day are deeply interesting to 
our feelings. Viewed in prospect, the scene is affect- 
ing and important. The future rises to our contempla- 
tion, and we anticipate much, which we pray, heaven 
may give us to realize. Your future assemblings here 
for solemn worship—the increase of your number—the 
life, health and enlarged usefulness of your beloved 
pastor—your desired order, and the stedfastness of your 
faith in Christ—the influence of your doctrine and ex- 
ample upon others—the welfare and prosperity of those, 
whom by this association you leave behind—these are 
subjects which awaken feeling, give a solemn tone to 
reflection, and call forth our fervent desires that you 
and your brethren may continue to realize ** how good 
and pleasant it is to dwell together in unity,’’ and that 
he who has begun a good work will perfect that which 
concerns you, and ‘*multiply, grace, mercy and peace.” 


—> 4+ oO 


FOR THE UNIVYERSALIST MAGAZINE, 





ixtract of a letter from a young 


mao to his friend, on the doctrine of Atonement. 


Having thus considered the foregoing part of your 
communication, | shall proceed to make a few remarks 
upon the doctrine of atonement. 

1 can truly say, that | da not believe with many that 
God withheld his mercy and love from us until a full 
satisfaction was made to his justi~e for the sins of man- 
kind, by his holy Son Jesus. l regard the Almighty as 
an unchangeable being, who created us, and loved us 
when he created us; and | argue from the immutability 
of his nature, that he never has since been less merciful 
or gracious, than he wasthen. If he were filled with 
caprice, and altered by every circumstance which to us 
appears fortuitous, be might not only have required the 
sacrilice of Jesus to set him aright, but of ten thousand 
others since the Christian era. 

Why do we say that God became angry with man 
when hesinned? Why not before he sinned? Jt was 
certainly known by the omnicient Creator before man 
was created, what kind of a being he would be. He 
knew every sinful act that man would commit as well 
before as after it was perpetrated. Now if the sins of | 
man make God unmerciful towards him, I cannot aS 
why he was not as much so before as after creation, fie | 
man was created in the Divine mind at the commence- 











ectinebennntneet 2 -- wot 


ment of time, and os great a sinner there then as he 
ever since has been. According to the common idea, 
the knowledge of-man’s character and actions is what 
induces God to require a propitiatory sacrifice, This 
knowledge was co-eternal with himself. Now why 
was it not as necessary thut some being should die ig 
induce God to create man, as to induce bia to grant 
us favors since we were created? ‘The act of creation 


was the fruit of Ged’s favor; and every other blessing - 


which we enjoy is the same. Aguein, | cannot sec why 
it was not equally as necessary that some being should 
die to induce God to send his Son Jesus into the world, 
as that Jesus should die to induce him to send salvation 


here. 
But do the scriptures any where teach us that God 


was not merciful before Christ died, or that be was any 
more so afterwards? Adam sinned many years before 
Jesus was crucified. Now if God was not merciful of 
gracious to man before the death of Jesus, how can we 
account for his coming to the garden of Eden and tak. 
ing measures for the future good of the unhappy pair? 
He there manifested parental solicitude, and informed 
them of their final triumph and the destruction of their 
enemies. Who died to make God thus favorable to 
Adam and Eve? Did not the Lord manifest that he 
loved Cain, even after he murdered his brother? He 
told him, ** whosoever slayeth Cain, vengeance shal] 
be taken on him seven fold.’ He did not inform him, 
that all this was done by the influence of the sacrifice 
that Jesus Christ was to make. How shal] we account 
for God’s peculiar friendship to Noah, Abraham, Isaac, 
Jacob, Moses, and the children of Israel? What in- 
duced him to be so merciful and gracious to them?— 
Have we any account that God was not as good to Da- 
vid as to Paul? or to Daniel] as the apostle Peter? If 
the common idea of atonement be correct, I should ex- 
pect to find a wonderful change in the character of 
God, produced by the influence of the death of Christ. 
But no such thing transpired. He was good toai], and 
his tender mercies were over all his works before Christ 
died, as well as afterwards. The Lord proclaimed him- 
self to Moses as *tthe Lord God, merciful and gracious, 
long suffering, abundant in goodness and truth, keeping 
mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity, transgression 
and sin.’ This declaration was made without the Jeast 
reference to the sufferings of another being, as the 
cause of God’s mercy and goodness, 

If the death of Jesus was the cause of God’s mercy 
to the world, I think we ought not to consider it as 
originating in God. To me it appears a manifest ab- 
surdity to say that our enemy appointed the means of 
his own reconciliation ; for the truth of the idea that 
be did appoint them, if 1 can speak in this way, 
would prove that he was no enemy. Take 
it into serious consideration, my friend, and ask 
yourself whether it appears reasonable that the grand 
scheme of redemption originated in ovr enemy. 
The gift of Jesus Christ looks hke the spontaneous eflu- 
sion oflove. And the scriptures agree with this idea, 
** God so loved the world, that he gave his only begot- 
ton Son.”? ** God commendeth his love toward us, ip 
that, while we were yet sinners Christ died for us.°— 
** Herein is love, uot that we loved God, but that he 
loved us.» If God loved us before Christ died, and 
this was the cause of man’s ransom from sin and death, 
it isa perfect absurdity to say that the death of Jesus 
induced God to love us, or made him in any way more 
gracious to us than he ever before was. 1 think that I 
speak correctly when I say, that Jesus Christ is nothing 
to the world but what he is by God's appointment. I 
regard him as the perfect gift of God to man; and as 
much, the effect and evidence of my Creator's underive 
ed, unpurchased and immutable love, as any blessing 


{that Lever have received. All the favor, all the merey, 


and all the love which he so rizghly manifested when 
upon the earth, he derived from his Father and our 
Father, from bis God and our God: ond Jet me add, 
that when he says, * fhe Son can do nothing of him- 
sel” we are bound to believe that the eternal goodness 
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ef God was in biw, and manifested itself through him 
in miracles of mercy and Jove. To suppose that God 
js posecesed of more love now than he once was, and 
that it is rigbt for Lim to possese it, is to suppose him to 
be better now, than before he possessed it. I know not 
how to avoid this idea. If it be just for God to love 
the souls for whom Christ died, and there ever was a 
time when he did not do it, he is more just now than he 
once was. Therefore the idea that Christ made our 
heavenly Father more gracious to us, not only makes 
God a changexble being, but appears to be an impeach- 
ment of his character. I offer this as one of the great- 
e«t reasons of my objecting to this doctrine. I cannot 
conceive any thing more absurd than the supposition, 
that it should once be just for God to hate men, & after- 
ward be just for him to love them, from no other rea- 
con than becouse his Son died upon the cross. I here 
see no connexion between cause and effect. It would 


be as reasonable for us to believe that the rising and | 


setting of the natural sun produced the effect, as that 
the death of Jesus did. 

These remarks are made with a proper deference to 
the character of our Saviour. IT regard him as my Sa- 


viour from sin and ignorance and death; but this by | 


the instigation, assistance and approbation of our heav- 
enly Father. I regard Jesus as the accomplisher, but 
God as the author of my salvation ; | regard him as the 
manifestation and evidence, but not as the Creator of 
divine love. 

You appear to think that the justice of God was of- 
fended, and that the death of Christ was necessary to 
appease his wrath and reconcile kim to sinners. Bat 
you hold that the justice of God was offended with man, 
not with Christ. How could that justice which de- 
manded the sinner’s death, be satisfied with the death 
of an innocen/ person? Could that in any point of view 
be justice which would punish the innocent for the 
crimes of the guilty? What you call the justice of 
God appears to me to be a blind, impetuous principle, 
which, being provoked, demands satisfaction of every 
thing that falls in its way. I do not feel willing to as- 
cribe such a principle to God. I believe that his jus- 
tice is nothing but a proper modification of pure and 
holy love, which demands, and co-operates with God’s 
other attributes to accomplish the final good of every 
human being. Every degree of severity which this 
principle inflicts is solely for the moral improvement 
and ultimate happiness of the afflicted. Justice indeed 
demanded that Jesus should die, but it was because 
this was the best means of manifesting the love of God 
to man and of accomplishing his highest and best good. 
The demands of love and justice are the same. As 
‘“* God is love,” and consequently love to every being 
to whom he is God, his justice demands nothing against 
our final felicity. Hence we hear him saying, ** Re- 
turn, O, backsliding children, for I am married unto 
you. Look unto me, and be ye saved al] the ends of 
the earth.” 

Have you ever considered, my friend, the character 
which the doctrine against which | bave written gives 
to God? It represents himas deriving satisfaction from 
the sufferings of his only begotten Son. It describes 
him as a being to be feared for his power and wrath, to 
be loved for nothing. Seated upon his throne, arrayed 
in sullen gloom, he sternly demands the death of his 
Son, or the world, apparently regardless which, as a 
reparation for the injury sustained by man’s rebellion. 
It denies him that clemency which makes all power ap- 


aus/erily which is to be dreaded wherever it is met 
with. It makes him greatly inferior in every thing that 
is good to his own Son, because it represents him to be 
jess merciful, less lovely and lest just. It makes him 
unworthy of our worship and praise, and tears from him 
every thing that we can, or ought to love and adore.— 
‘Fhis is the reason that he has been prayed to in pre- 


ference to the Father, and that be has received that | any (hing; there is no wisdom, vor device, nor know!]-| received some time since. 


doubtlessly, we may consider it as one of the main pst. 
lars of that unscriptural doctrine which sets him forth as 
the supreme God. 
Requesting your serious attention to asubject of such 
vast importonce as this, | subscribe myself, 
Yours, in friendship, 


eel 


- FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


To the Rey. J. W. 


Dear Sir,—You express a degree of pleasure in view 
of the discontinuance of out correspondence on the sub- 
ject of future punishment. But, sir, Icannot feel quite 
reconciled to let your Jast communication pass without 
comment. JI care not bow soon our correspondence 





be the case if | did not reply to your last. 
stand you aright, you ‘ positively deny’? that your 
own construction of the terms city and land, as ex- 
pressive of Sodom and Capernaum, is, in each case, a 
'lJand or city, including the buildings and inhabitants. 
In reply to this I here record what appears in your let- 
of the 8th of June. Here it is—** There is not a single 
‘instance, which you have adduced to your purpose, 
| where a city or Jand does not include the inhabitants.” 
What instances had I adduced to my purpose? Ans. 
Sodom and Capernaum. (See my letter of May 11th.) 
In the instances, therefore, of Sodom and Capernaum, 
we have your assertion that the term city or Jand in- 
cludes the inhabitants. Will you pretend to say that 
this construction of the terms in question makes city 
or land to mean only the people which compose them ? 
If so, what is it that includes the inhabitants, which, 
you say, are included? Here you are reduced to the 
alternative of saying a city or land signifies the inhabi- 
tants, and such city or land, viz. inhabitants, includes 
the inhabitants; or, of allowing yourself to make an 
erroneous assertion, in positively denying il to be your 
construction that the terms city und land mean the 
land and buildinge, together with the inhabitants.— 
Here I bid adieu to this article. 

The next thing observable in your Jast letter, is what 
I here write—** You think tbat, in the place where an- 
cient Sodom was situated, a similar city will again be 
built, and the same old inhabiiants (for | presume you 
will not say that it will be their descendants) will pos- 
sess it.” In your letter of June 8th, you remarked, 
that I could not ‘say it is the descendants of the an- 
cient Sodomites who are to be restored, for they hare 
‘none.’? Now, sir, | should like to see a little proof 
that there are no descendants of the ancient Sodomites 
in the world, who, like the Jews, may be restored to 
their own land, and rebuild theircity. In 1 Kings xxii. 
46, we have an account of a remnant of the Sodowmites 
in these words, ** And the remnant of the Sodomites, 


hoshaphat] took out of the Jand.”’? By this it appears 
there existed descendents of the ancient Sodomites a- 
bout 1000 years after the city was destroyed; and per- 
mit me to ask how you know but there are some now ? 





If there are Sodomites, now existing in the world, (and 
/I think it seems probable enough) there is.no more dif- 
Gculty about their restoration than there is about (hat 
‘of the Jews. The restoration of the Jews is so plainly 
stated to be to their own land, ** upon the mountains 


‘of tsrael,’? and the simultaneous return of Sodom and 
pear beautiful, and clothes him with that inrincibte | 


Samaria, and their daughters, when * the waste and 
desolate and ruined cities are to be rebuilt,” &c. that 
| cannot conceive how it can be misunderstood. In 
respect to the Jews God declares, he will open their 
graves, and cause them to come up out of their graves. 
Do you suppose these graves are their state of discipli- 
nary punishment in the unseen world? If so, what do 





ende, if it can end fairly ; but | think this would hardly | 
If | under- 


which remuined in the days of his father Asa, he [Je- | 


_ where there is no knowledge? But perhaps you will 
‘Say, although their bodics come from their graves, yet 
“their souls, or spirits, come from some other place. If 
‘so it will not agree with the scripture relation. God 
,says, ** L will open your graves, and cause you to come 
‘up, &e. and | will put my spirit im you, and ye shall 
| live * &e, God does not say he will put their spirits, 
lor souls into them again, as if those spirits, or souls, 
| had been living somewhere, all the while, in a separate 
j state. No; ‘** 1 will pot my spirit in yon, and ye shall 
live.” Now consider this literally, or figuratively, as 
you please, Lam sure you can find no reason to make 
| Sodom, a case, different from it.. Jerusalem (and you 
may have it to mean’ land, buildings, and people, or 
not, as you please) is said to be a more wicked city 
: than either Sodom or Samaria; and therefore there is 
!'no probability that her people should rest im their 
graves, and be thence brought out and restored, while 





‘the less wicked Sodomites suffer in a place of diécipli- 
‘nary punishment, in the other world, and are restored 
from thence. (See Ez. xvi. 36, 37.) Were 1 take my 
leave of this article. Il only wish to add a few further 
‘remarks in regard to the opinion about the soul, or spir- 
‘it’s exietence, in a state separate from a body. Not- 


' withstanding you so lightly treat what I bave said upon 


{ 


this subjegt, | think nothing can be more evident than 
| the absurdity of the hypothesis. As well may a pond 
of water retain its identity when it bas passed into the 
ocean, and mingled with the mighty waters, as a spirit, 
or soul, when it returns to God who gave it, without a 
body. In order for spirits, or souls, to exist, “those 
spirits, or souls, must have the properties of spirifs, or 
souls, distinct and separate from each other; otherwise 
they must inevitably be resolved into a common foun- 
tain. Nothing can be more evident than this. By 
what means soever the properties of such spirits, or 
souls, might be thus embodied, they must, being thu» 
embodied, be possessed of bodies. ‘Therefore the whole 
drift in St. Paul's argument for the existence of man- 
kind, after the death of the natural body, is, that there 
is another body, even a spiritual one. (1 Cor.xv. 2 
Cor. v. Rom. viii.) In all the scriptures:I think you 
will not find any intimation of the existence of individ- 
ual souls, or spirits, without bodies. Besides the earthy, 
or natural body, we have no account, in scripture, of 
any but the heavenly, or spiritual body ; and if there 
be no other, and the spiritual and heavenly body will 
not admit of sin and suffering, (of which there is every 
philosophical, logical, and scriptual] reason to believe) 
then your opinion about punishment after this life is 
certainly erroneous, But if there be any body but th« 
earthly and heavenly ; or if sin and suffering may ap- 
pertain to the heavenly body, why then, te be sure, 
your opinion about punishment after this life may be 
true. 

And now, sir, if you have any thing more to say on 
this subject, | request you to attend to this point, and 
give, if you can, some, at least, plausible reason why ! 
'am not correct. If this is not done you will please to 
excuse me from further replying to your communica- 
tions. ‘Your friend and brother, J. Beseee, 


P. S. On looking over your piece again, afler writ- 
ing the above, | perceive you do not contend for pun- 
ishment in the resurrection, or immortal state, and 
therefore the single item that need be proved, in order 
to support the doctrine of future punishment, is, the 
existence of beings between natural death and the re- 
surrection, who are proper subjects of punishment.— 
Only prove, therefore, that wicked souls, or spirits, do* 
or can exist, without bodies, and | will yield the argu- 


ment. J. Be. 





To Readers and Correspondents, 


| We have received a piece of poetry, signed “J, War- 


those scriptures mean which say the dead know not| ner,” which is nearly « cerbatim copy of one which we 


We do pot insert it becanty 


honor which is alone due td the infiuite Creator; and ledge in the grave, &e.? Can there be punishment { of it: greut obecurify and waut of potiieal merit. 









































































































POET’S CORNER. 





SELECTED. 


Ode on Solitude. 


BY POPE.* 


Happy the man whose wish and care 
A few paternal acres bound, 
Content to breathe his native air, 
In his own ground. 


Whose herds with milk, whose fields with bread, 
Whose flocks supply him with attire : 

Whose trees in summer yield him shade, 
In winter, fire. 


Bless'd, who can unconcern’dly find 
Hours, days, and years slide soft away, 
I» health of body, peace of mind, 
Quiet by day ; 


Sound sleep by night; study and ease, 
Together mix’d ; sweet recreation ; 
And innocence, which most doth please, 

With meditation. 


Thus let me live, onseen, unknown ; 
Thus unlamented let me die, 

Steal from the world, and not a stone 
Teli where | lie. 





* This was one of Mr. Pope’s earliest productions ; 
written when he was about twelve years old. 


—— 


The Goodness of Providence. 


BY ADDISON. 


The Lord my pasture shall prepare, 

And feed me with a thepherd’s care : 
His presence shal] my wants supply, 
And guard we with a watchful eye; 

My noon-day walks he shall attend, 
And all my midnight hours defend. 


When in the sultry glebe I faint, 

Or on the thirsty mountains pant ; 
To fertile vales and dewy meads, 
My weary wand’ring steps he leads ; 
Where peaceful rivers, soft and slow, 
Awid the verdant landscape flow. 


Tho’ in the paths of death I tread, 

With gloomy horrors overepread, 

My stedfast bewrt shall fear no ill ; 

For thou, O Lord, art with me still; 

Thy friendly crook shall give me aid, 
And guide me through the dreadful shade. 


Tho’ in a bare and rugged way, 

Through devious lonely wilds | stray, 

Thy bounty shall my pains beguile ; 

The barren wilderness shall smile, 

With sudden greens and herbage crown'd, 


And streams shal! murmur all round. ; 


A Paraphrase on the latter part of 
the 6th chapter of St. Matthew. 
BY THOMSON. 
When my breast labors with oppressive care, 
And oer my cheek descends the falling tear ; 
While all my warring passions are at strife, 
@b! let me listen to the words of Jife ! 
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Raptures deep felt his doctrine did impart, | 

And thus he rais'd from earth the drooping heart. | 
“ Think not, when ail your scanty stores afford 

Is spread at once upon the sparing board ; | 

Think not, when worn the homely robe appears, 

While on the roof the howling tempest bears; | 

What farther shall this feeble life sustain, 

And what shall clothe these shiv'ring limbs again. 

Say, doce not life its nourishment exceed ? 

And the fair body its investing weed ? 

Behold! and look away your low despair— 

See the light tenants of the barren air: 

To them, nor stores, nor granaries, belong ; 

Nought, but the woodland, and the pleasing song ; 

Yet your kind heavenly Father bends his eye 

On the least wing that dits along the sky. 

To him they sing, when spring renews the plain 


\ if all men are to be rewarded in the future world 
| cording to their works in this, they will be just as 
| py and just as mieerable as they are in this world. H, B. 






a a ee ca 


My study of human natute ond of moral principles 


has ied me to believe, what the ecriptures, to my ens 
derstanding, do plainly teach, that those are blessed in 
this world, who fear God and work righteousness, and 
that the way of the transgressor is hard. Men are now 
as happy as they are righteous, and they are as miseras 
ble as they are sinful ; therefore to my understangi: ‘ 


ace 
hap. 
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Calvinism and Popery 
AGREE IN THE FOLLOWING RESPECTS, 





To him they cry, in winter's pinching reign ; 
Nor is their music, nor their plaint in vain; 
He hears the gay, and the distressful call ; 
And with unsparing bounty fills them all. 
*© Observe the rising lily’s snowy grace ; 
Observe the various vegetable race ; 
They neither toil nor spin but careless grow ; 
Yet see how warm they blush! how bright they glow! 
What regal vestments can with them compare! 
What king £0 shining! or what queen so fair! 
** If ceaseless, thus, the fowls of heaven he feeds; 
If o’er the fields such lucid robes he spreads ; 
Will he not care for you, ye faithless, say? 
Is he vuwise? or are ye less than they ?”” 
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Another Question relative to the 
doctrine of future punishment. 


In a former communication I inquired how it is possi- 
ble to reconcile this division of the human family, in a 
future world, which is contended for, by those who 
hold to a day of judgment, after all men are raised 
from the dead, with our understandings ; allowing what 
is contended for, viz. that one class is to be entirely 
happy and the other entirely miserable. This question 
specially regarded the common law of our nature, in 
which ere embraced those affections which are sure to 
subject us to participate of the afflictions of those whom 
we love. The question which | now wish to have con- 
sidered, regards the possibility of reconciling this doc- 
trine to our understandings as it regards the moral 
characters of men. Universalists have contended a+ 
gainst their opposers, who believe in this future judg- 
ment, and the eternity of punishment pursuant to such 
judgment, that there is not the same difference in the 
characters of men in this lite, as this doctrine pretends 
to maintain in their rewards and punishments in the fu- 
ture world. And it is a fact that Universalists have 
never been fairly answered to this question. But it 
seems, that those who hold to this judgment and to the 
etlire happiness of one class, and the entire misery of 
ihe other, and yet hold that the torments of hell wii 
sometime in eternity come to an end, are precisely in 
the same situation relative to the question now moved. 

Respecting this future judgment and division of man- 
kind, iu the future world, it ts rested on the scripture 
testimony, thatevery one must appear before the judg- 
ment seat of Christ and receive according to the deeds 
done in the body. Allowing this, the question is, how 
is it possible that all men should be judged and re- 
warded in the future state, according to theic works in 
this world, and yet that there should be two classes on- 
ly, and one of these made entirely happy and the other 


entirely miserable? Is this accorJing to the deeds of 





men ip this life ? 


1. Both Calvinists and Papists advocate the doc. 
|trine of the Trinity of persons in the Godhead. 

2. Both agree that Jesus was God as well as man, 

3. Both hold to Christ's divinity. 

4. Both holdto the doctrine of the atonement, or 
the vicarious sufferings of Christ. 

5. Both believe that mankind are born sinners. 

6. Both agree that without certain exertions or 
works done by men, they cannot be saved by Christ. 

7. Both agree to condemn all that do not come te 
their creed, drawn up by men. 


8. Both hold that they are infallible in their system 
of faith. 
9. Both hold to endless misery, for all that do not 


embrace their religion. 3 

10. Both profess to believe the scriptures, yet agree 
in rejecting or explaining away all those pussages 
which do not accord with their creed. R 

11. Though the Calvinists and Papiste agree on these 
main points, yet they differ in one thing very much.— 
The Papists are much more apparently religious than 
the Calvinists. The constant attention to the duties 
and ceremonies of religion, for which the Papists are 
noted, would not well suit the Calvinists. 

12. The Papists and Calvinists have both been per- 
secutors of other Christians. The Popes have consent- 
ed to the burning of people alive, who did not agree with 
them. §o did John Calvin, Servetus, and John Rogers, 
Joan of Kent. 

13. The Papists will have no fellowship with those 
out of their church. Soit is with the Calvinists. 

OBSERVER. 


— : | 


~ From the (N. Y.) Gospei Herald. 


The Blind receiving their Sight. 


Our Br. Bigelow writes from Palmyra, (Ohio) thet 
they had in their Association, which lately convened, 
seven members, who a short time since were Methodist 
Class-leaders ! Br. Bigelow adds, ‘* Fight years ago l 
was alone in this State, and now, within our two As#o- 
ciatpons, there are more than three thousand members, 
and about the same number south of us! We gavea 
letter of fellowship to a neighbor of mive, who three 
inonths since was a Methodist exhorter. We bave (0 
of their preachers besides, who for a long time were el 
ders in their church, and many of their members have 
joined us. We are pot disposed to exult in a boasting 
manner, but if they were to obtain so wuch as ope son 
or daughter of a Universalist, they would proclaim it fat 
and wide!! 


par 





———_ 


Married in this City, by the Rev. Mr. Ware, Me 
Erasmus Thompson to Miss Belinda Gibbens. 

ju Waltham, Mr. Daniel Balch, of this city, to Miss 
Silence C, Adame, 

Died in this City, Mrs, Catherine Green, wife of 
Mr. Andrew G. aged 40. Mrs. Hannah Evans, 4L.— 
Mr. Adam trench, jr. 22. Mz. ‘Thomas avis, $3.— 
4 Mr. George Burrus, 75. 
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Dr. Emmons’ Sermon. 


{[Coneluded.]} 


®. This instance of Pharaoh removes al] the objec- 
tiona which ever have been, or which ever can be made 
against the doctrine of reprobation, Many have exert- 
ed the whole force of their minds, to devise plausible 
objections against this unpalatable doctrine. But all 
that has been or can be said against it, stauds refuted 
by the fate of Pharaoh: he was a reprobate. 

it is said, if God has reprobated a certain num- 
ber of mankind, then he can have no other end in 
bringing those persons into existence, than merely to 
destroy them; which is totally inconsistent with true 
benevolence. 

Though God always intended to destroy Pharaoh, 
yet he had a wise and benevolent design in giving him 
existence. Ife meant, that he should act an important 
part on the stage of life, and be greatly instrumental in 
promoting the benevolent designs of Providence. This 
God told him before he destroyed him. ‘* For now will 
I stretch out my hand, that I may smite thee and thy 
people with pestilence ; and thou shalt be cul off from 
the earth. And in very deed for this cause have | rais- 
ed thee up, for to shew in thee my power ; and thal my 
name may be declared throughout all the earth.” God 
made Pharaoh for himself, as well as for the day of evil. 
And he would not have made him for the day of evil, 
had it not been necessary, in order to declare his own 
glory. God has the same end to answer, by bringing 
all the non-elect into existence. Ue intends they shall 
be the means of displaying his own glory, both in time 
and eternity. And what, if God, willing to shew his 
wrath ond make bis power known on the vessels of 
wrath, bring them into existence for this noble and 
important purpose, who may or onght to object? The 


and met his fate? It is impossible to conceive, that 
Pharaoh should have enjoyed more liberty or moral 
freedom, than he actually did enjoy, while perforwing 
those very actiont, which were the appointed meavs of 
his destruction. He acted freely and voluntarily all 
his life, under a divine decree, and under a divine influ- 
ence. Though God hardened his heart, yet he barden- 
ed his own heart, and freely walked ‘* in the way to 
hell, going down to the chambers of death.” Here, 
then, it appears to be true in fact, that the doctrine of 
reprobation is perfectly consistent with free agency.— 
The case of Pharaoh is exactly similar to the case of all 
other reprobates. And if the decree of reprobation did 
not desiroy Ais mora] freedom, it cannot destroy the 
moral freedom of any one of the non-elect. 

It is said, the doctrine of reprobation is inconsistent 
with the use of means If God has decreed that any 
should finally perish, it is vain and absurd to use any 
means in order to their salvation. 

This objection is founded upon the preceding, and 
if there is no foundation for thal, there is none for (his. 

If the decree of reprobation does not destroy free a- 
gency, then it does not destroy the use of means. If 
reprobates remain free agents, then there is a great pro- 
priety in treating them as such, and in exhibiting before 
them all the motives of the gospel, to lead them to re- 
pentance. Bat it is sufficient to say, that God used 
means with Pharaoh, to bring him to goed, though he 
had determined to destroy him. He admonished him 
of his duty and of his danger; he visited him with mer- 
cies and judgments; he employed Moses and Aaron, 
and even his own subjects, to persuade him to submis- 
sion; and he delayed to cut him off from the earth, un- 
til it clearly appeared, that all means and motives serv- 
ed to harden his heart and increase his obstinacy. This 
| instance of the divine conduct towards a reprobate, de- 
| monstrates the propriety of using all the means of grace 
with reprobates. God addressed the understanding, 


{ 





glory of God is the highest and best end he could pro- 
pose in the creation of the world. And if he originally 


intended, and will Gnally make the non-elect subserv- | 


jent to this end, his benevolence will as clearly appear, 
in reprobating some fo eternal perdilion, as in electing 
other: to eternal life. 

It is said, the doctrine of reprobation is inconsistent 
with free agency, because it implies, fhat God has de- 
creed all the actions of those, whom he has appointed 


to destruction; which lays them under a fatal necessi- | 


ty of pursuing the path to ruin, 
This objection is contrary to fact. Pharaoh was a 
reprobate. His actions were decreed and predicted.— 


the conscience, and the heart of Pharaoh, and used ev- 
{ery method proper to be used, to bring any obstinate 
| sinner to repentance. Reprobates are as capable of 
feeling the force of moral motives, as any other men in 
the world; and, therefore, it is as proper to use the 
means of grace with the non-clect, as with the elect. 
So God teaches, by his word and by his conduct. 

It is said, the doctrine of reprobation carries the idea 
| of partiality, which is a reproach to the divine charac- 





| ter. 
| ‘This objection is contrary to plain fact. God did re- 
| probate Pharaoh; and in doing it, he displayed his sov- 


lereignty, not his partiality. God 


has a 


right to: 


God foredetermined and foretold how he should act; | treat his creatures differently, when he sees it wil) an- 
and he did act according to the determinate counsel! ewer a wise and benevolent purpose. And he told Pha- 
and foreknowledge of God. Bat it appears frem the raoh, that he had such a good design in decreeing his 
whole history of his life, that he acted as freely and! destruction. ** And in very deed for this cause have | 
voluntarily as any other man in the werld. Did he not! raised thee up, for to shew in thee my power; and that 
act freely in commanding the midwives to destroy every ' my name may be declared throughout all the earth.°— 
male among the Hebrew children? Did he not act But if God had a wise and benevolent pubpose in re- 
freely in refusing to obey the messages of heaven, by the probating Pharaoh; then he swust have had the same 
mouth of Moses? Did he not act freely in appointing noble and important end in reprobating all the non- 





tasic- masters to increase the burdens and distresses of elect. And this excludes every idea of partiality from 
the childr n of I-rael? Did he not act freely in confeas~ the doctrine of reprobation. For partiality Semeite. 
ing his faults to Moses, and in begging him to intercede wot merely in treating one person differently from 

for him at the throne of divine grace? Did he not act. another; but in tresting one person diiferently frou | 
freely in forbidding Moses to see his face any more?— another, s/thout any reason. 
Did he not act freely afterwards, in not only ps rmitting | 


) I might go on stating and answering objections a- 
but urging the Israelites to leave his kingdom? 


And gainst the doctrine of reprobation, but | forbear. ‘The 
after they had left it, did he not act freely in pursuing single instance of Pharaoh will apply to, and complete- 
them inte the Red . 


Ge: hie ic! 2 vr sveRPY lege thie 
Sea, where be Guished his Course ly unswer, every objection, which cau be made agaist heaven or for bell, 


God's choosing some to eternal life, and reprobating 
others to everlasting perdition. Pharaoh himeelf once 
and again justified God and condemned himself. And 
all reprobates will sooner or later be obliged to adopt 
his sentiments and speak his hunguage. A strong and 
irresistible conviction of their own guilt, & of the divine 
rectitode in foreordaining their existence, their char- 
acter, and their condition, wil} give a peculiar emphasis 
to that last sentence, which will Gx them in everlasting 
darkness and despair. 

3. If God is to be justified in bis treatment of Pha- 
raoh, whom he predestinated to eternal destruction ; 
then it argues much more modesty, to maintain the 
doctrine of reprobation, than to deny it. It is very of- 
ten thonght and said, that it betrays arrogance and 
presumption in ignorant and short-sighted creatures, to 
pry into the divine counsels, and teach the doctrine of 
divine decrees, especially the most obnoxious and mys- 
terious port of it, that of reprobation. But how does it 
appear to be any more prying into the divine counsels, 
to assert, than to deny, this doctrine? And how does 
it appear any more arrogant and presumptuons, to as- 
serl, than to deny any thing respecting the Deity. The 
truth is, arrogance consists in denying what God has as- 
serted ; but modesty in believing and maintaining it.— 
And upon this principle, it argues real modesty to be- 
lieve and maintain the doctrine of reprobation, which 
God bas plainly revealed in his word. It is subjecting 
our wisdom to his wisdom, and our partial feelings to 
his infinite benevolence. But it is hard to conceive 
how there can be the least degree of modesty in deny- 
ing what God has asserted, and in being wise above 
what he has written. This is real arrogance and pre- 
sumption, in whomeoever it is found. 

4. If it be true, that God is to be justified in foreor- 
daining the destruction of the non-elect ; then it is al- 
together proper and necessary to preach the doctrine 
of reprobation, It seems to be a prevailing opinion a- 
mong many, who acknowledge the doctrine of reproba- 
tion is contained in the bible, that itis unnecessary and 
improper for public teachers to insist upon it, in their 
public discourses. They say, that this doctrine is dark 
and mysterious; that it is diecouraging to sinners ; that 
it tends to Jead them into despair; that it is apt to 
give them felse and disagreeable ideas of the divine 
character. For these reasons, they think it is a more 
wise and prudent practice in preachers, either never to 
mention the doctrine of reprobation, or if they mention 
it, not to dwell upon it, or attempt to inculcate it as an 
article of faith. But is this christian prudence? Is this 
declaring all the counsel of God? Is this speaking on 
God's behalf? Is this giving sinners an opportunity of 
knowing whether they love or hate their Creator?— 
There is no divine truth, which is more directly suited 
to discover the hearts of sinners to themselves, than the 
doctrine of reprobation, I never fails to awaken their 
native enmity to the divine character. God may visit 
them with mercics, or with judgments, and they may 
sil} remain ignorant of their hearts, Ministers may 
preach the terrors of the law, and the grecious invita- 
tions of the goxpel, and they still remoin unucqusinted 
But when the 
doctrine of reprobation is clearly exhibited before thei, 


with their real character and condition. 


they cannot help discovering the plague of their ewn 
They cannet endure the thought, that God 
has determmed their character and condition for eter 


hearts. 


nity, and will according to his eternal purpose, either 
soften or herden their hearts, und either Gt them for 
They cannot bear to be treated as 
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God treated Pharaoh, and Judas, and others, who were | 
predestinated to eternal destruction. If it be a matter of 


importance, therefore, that sinners should be made ac- 
quainted with the character of God ard with their own 
character; then it is a matter of equal importance, 
that the doctrine of reprobation should be clearly and 
fully exbibited. This doctrine cannot he preached too 
plainly. It ought to be representyd as God’s eternal 
atid effectuai purpose to destroy the non-elect. God 
could not reprobate any from eternity, without intend- 
ing to carry his eternal purpose into execution. Such 
is the nature and extent of the doctrine of reprobation ; 
which displays the feelings of God's heart towards that 
portion of mankind, who will be finally lost. And these 
feelings are his true glory, which he meaus should be 
fully displayed. To use his own expression, ** God is 
not ashamed” of the doctrine of reprobation. He 
means to have it known, that he raised tp one and 
another of our fallen race, for final destruction, that his 
pame may be declared throughout all the earth. And 
shall his servants, who are set apart to delineate his 
character, and explain his word, be ashamed to teach 
a doctrine, which is designed to give the most brigi.t 
and affecting display of his glory ? 

5. If God is to be justified in his treatment of Pha 
raoh and of all the rest of the non-elect ; then it is ab- 
solutely necessary to approve of the doctrine of repro- 
bation, in order to be saved. None can be admitted to 
heaven, who are not prepared to join in the employ- 
ments as well as enjoyments of the heavenly world.— 
And we know, that one part of the business of the 
blessed is to celebrate the doctrine of reprobation.— 
They sing the song of Moses and the Lamb, which is an 
anthem of praise for the destruction of Pharaoh and his 
reprobate host. How, then, can any be meet for 
an inberitawce among the saints in light, who are not 
reconciled to the doctrine of reprobation, which is, and 
which will be forever, celebrated there? 

While the decree of reprobation is eternally execut- 
ing on the vessels of wrath, the swoke of their tormeuts 
will be eternally ascending in the view of the vessels of 
mercy, who instead of taking the part of those misera- 
ble objects, will say, Amen, alleluia, praise ye the 
lord. {t concerns, therefore, all the expectants of 
heaven, to antieipate this trying scene, and ask their 
hearts, whether they are on the Lord’s side, and can 
praise him for reprobating as well as electing love.— 
This is the most proper subject, by which to try their 
christian character. They must sooner or later be 
brought to this touch-stone, and either stand, or fall by 
#. The day of decision is at hand. The scenes of 
eternity will soon open to view. And those who can- 
not heartily and joyfully sing the song of Moses and the 
Lamb, must be excluded from the abodes of the blessed, 
and sink speechless into the bottomless pit of despair. 
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Rev. Editors,—I am happy to find that B, S***#**#* 
has given his question such a form, that it now con- 
veys a “definite meaning.”? 1 should, thus, have up- 
derstood him before, had he not said that he ** did not 
wish to know whether Korah, &c. or those of like char- 
acler would finally’be saved. But he wished to be in- 
formed how they, and those of like characier were sav- 
ed by Jesus Christ?” 1 did uot therefore suppose that 
he predicated the difficulty arising from his question 


upon the circumstance, that they lived before Chitst, | 


because men of like character have lived since as wel] 
as before bis time. 


_ However, | believe that I now understand that be 
“* means something”? although | was disappointed to 
Gnd, that he did not mean any thing more. I say | 
was surprised when | found that he wished merely to 
be informed how Korah, &c. could be saved by Jesus 
Christ, when they lived a number of hundred years be- 
* If Korah, Dathan, and 






— 


Abiram, when swallowed up in the bowels of the earthy 
for rebellion againet the Lord, were insiantly ushered 
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into glory,” (which by the way was never intimated by 


| me, but adiiting that they were) it seems to me that | religious creeds, in different ages of the world 


‘they were, im consequence saved. And as * there is 


noné other name, under heaven, given among men 


| 
' 
} . 
] conclude 


| whereby we must be saved,” Acts iv. 12. 
\ they u.ust have been thus saved by Jesus Christ, wno 
‘was **a Lamb slain from the foundation of the world ;”’ 
| Rev. xiii. 8, and who * tasted death for every man,” 
Heb. ii. 9, not excepting even Korah and his com- 
pany. 

** If Christ be the Saviour of the world,” it seems to 
me he must be the Saviour of those, who lived before 


here. If not, | cannot conceive why there is not as 
much difliculty in owr being saved, who live 18UU years 
since Christ as there 1s, in saving Korah, Dathan and 
Abirain, who lived 1471 years before hum. 

| have no idea however that Korah and his company 
were specially saved by believing in the promise of 
Christ, (as were Moses, Abraham, &c.) any more than 
wicked men are now who do not believe in the fuifil- 
ment of that promise. 
riour of all men.” ** But what if some did not belreve, 
shall their unbelief make the faith of God without el- 


a liar,” Rom. ni. 3, 4. 

It does appear to me, that his question involves the 
idea that none can be saved by Jesus Curist excepting 
such only as lived at the very time when he was on 
earth; for if there is a difficulty in accounting for the 


there is as great an one in accounting for it since. Now 
to me there is no difficulty in Christ saving all men, 
both those who lived before and those who have lived, 
er shall live since his time. 

Doctor Blair, speaking of the hour when Christ died, 
very justly observes, ** This was tHe hour in which 
Christ atoned for the sins of mankind, and accomplish- 
ed their eternal redemption. It was the hour when that 
great sacrifice was offered up, the efficacy of which 
reaches back to the first transgression of man, and ez- 
tends forward lo the end of ime! ‘The hour, when 
from the cross, as from an high altar, the blood was 
flowing, which washed away (he guilt of all the na- 
frons.”? | am truly your friend and servant. W. D***, 
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New Association of Univyersalists. 


Agreeably to previous arrangements, Brs. Hosea Ballou, 
David Ballou, Hosea Ballou, 2d., Hubbard H.Winches- 
ter, and John Brooks, convened at Br. Elizur Chamber- 
jin’s, in Bernardstown, Mss. on Thursday the 10th day 
of October, inst. and formed «#n Association, by the 
name of the ** Franklin Associalion of Universalists.” 
Made choice of Brs. David Ballou, Moderator, and John 
Brooks, Clerk. 

Attended public wership, at the Rev. Mr. Roger's 
Meeting-house, at half past 10 o’clock, A. M. 

First prayer by Br. H. H. Winchester. 

Sermon by Br. Hosea Ballou, 2d., from Isaiah xxix. 
13, 14, ** Wherefore the Lord said, Forasmueh as this 
people draw near me with their mouth, and with their 
lips Co honor me, but have removed their heart far 
from me, and their fear towards me is taught by the 
precept of men, Therefore behold I will proceed to do 
a marvellous work among this people, even a marvel. 
lous work and a wonder ; for the wisdom of their wise 
men shall perish, and the understanding of their pru- 
dent men shall be hid.” 

The insidious and baneful character of hypocrisy 
was very strikingly and faithfully drawn, and its pun- 
ishment, in the destruction of the wisdom of the wise, 





and the understanding of the prudeat, exhibited, The 


as well as of those who bave lived since his existence , 


Nevertheless, ** God 13 the Sa-: 


fect? God forbid, yea let God be true but every man, 


salvation of sinners before Christ ; 1t seems to me that 
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mind of the bearer was surprised at the exhibiti bs 

those glaring absurdities which wise and prudent nm 
. > " 

through the guile of hypocrisy, have adopted inty tha 

i 





' : » * : 
| conclusion could hardly fail of being made that, even 
in this enlightened age and country, the dreadtul ca 


‘Jawity is i aving , 
Jawity is encured of having amongst us wise men Whose 


| € understand. 
ing is bid, in consequence of that fear towards God 
, Which is taught by the precept of men, and which CAS. 
/e€8 its victims to draw near unto God with their mouth 
jund to honor him with their lips, while their Leart js fat 
from lim—necessarily far from him by reason of the 
implacable disposition which they suppese him to DOs 
Sess. 
Concluding prayer by Br. Breoks, 
Public worship commenced in the afternoon with 
prayer, by Br. David Ballou. 


wisdow is perished, and prudent men whos 





A large and respectable audience were then enter. 
r tained and instructed by the word of God, dispeaesd 
_ by our much beloved and faithful brother, Hosea Bal- 
jlou. Never did people listen with more profound at- 
, tention, and, we trust, spiritual profit. Most truly did 
, the doctrine of divine love ** drop as the rain, and dis- 
til as the dew.” Many, we doubt not, will ever re. 
; member the text, ** So then faith cometh by hearing, 
and hearing by the word of God.” Rom. x, 17. 

Many will remember that the word of God is, ** He 
{Christ| shall bruise thy [the serpent’s] head»—* de. 
| Stroy death, and him that hath the power of death, that 
jis the devil”—and, an Aim, all nations, families, and 
kindreds of the earth shall be blessed.” They will re- 
member that there is this essential difference betwixt 
the word of God and the word of man, that the first 
says all mankind shail be blest in Christ, and the last 
says only a part shall be thus biest. 





That the first is God’s covenant, and the last man’s 
covenant. ‘That the first reads, ** Ip thy seed [Christ] 
shall all nations be blest;"’ and the last reads, * God 
having, from all eteruity, elected some to everlasting 
life.” These things, we trust, they will remember, and 
testify, by their conduct, that they prefer the cove- 
nant of God, which is ‘* well-ordered in all things and 
sure,’’ tothe covenant of man, which is ijl-ordered in 
many things, and exceedingly precarious. 

Concluding prayer and benediction by the same. 

The public exercises were enlivened by the perfor- 
mauces of a good choir of singers. 

In the evening a discourse was delivered by Br. Da- 
vid Ballou, from Col. i. 28, ** Whom we preach, warn- 
ing every man, and teaching every man, in all wisdom, 
that we may present every man perfect in Chriet Je- 
sus.’” 

‘he speaker pointed out three essentially different 
ways in which Christ is preached, viz. 

1. As a whole Saviour of a part, and a part only, of 
the buman race. ; 

2. As part of a Saviour of all men, and a whole Sa- 
viour of none. 

3. As a whole Saviour of all men. 

The preacher made it very evident that the last is 
the gospel of God, who “sent his Som to be the Sa 
viour of the world.” ; 

The Association retired to Br. J. Connable’s, and 
completed their business, by— 

1. Voting that the several Universalian churches and 
societies in this region be requested to send delegates 
to the next eession of this Association. 


2. Appointed Brs, David Ballou, H. H. Winchester, 
and Join Brooks, a committee to attend the Generel 
Couvention, to be holden at Clinton, N. Y. on the 34 
Wednesday and Thursday in September next, and re- 
quest that this Association muy be received into their 
fellowship, and placed under their patronage. 

3. Adjourned, to meet again at Whitingham, Yt. om 
the 4th Wednesday of September, A. D. 1825. 

Per order, JOHN: BROOKS. 
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To the Editors of the Magazine, 

From local causes it happens that our Societies in 
this quarter are not duly represented at the Associa- 
tion, and little is known of us among our Brethren of 
like precious faith, in general. Therefore, I think the 
following may be interesting to you and your readers, 
if you think it worth a place in your paper. 

In the year 1817, a society was formed in this coun- 
ty under the direction of the Rev. Stephen R. Smith, 
of about twelve or fifteen members. But he soon left 
us. Some of our members moved away, others became 
cold and indifferent, till little was thought of God’s im- 
partial grace and love among us. Bat thanks be to 
him that giveth us the victory. In due time God rais- 
ed up one among us for the defence of the gospel, and 
notwithstanding the spirited opposition that we met 
from such as limit the Holy One of Jerael, our cause has 
been for some time improving with unexpected success. 
We have now four societies in the county, and a pros- 
pect that some others may soon be formed. We have 
also, a Universalist Church organised in this town, 
August 25th, 1822. Sermon and address by the Kev. 
Lewis C. Todd, text Mat. iii. 12; fellowship and 
charges by the Rev. Caleb Todd. Our church consists 
of twenty-one members, whose characters are acknowl- 
edged to be irreproachably good, and we expect a con- 
siderable addition soon. We have a young preacher by 
the name of Lewis C. Todd, who directs us to the 
fountain of truth; be has been preaching about twenty- 
two months, and the effects are wonderful on the mor- 
als of community. Excommunications from thé Bap- 
tist connexion are frequent, not for immorality, but for 
believing in the universal goodness of God!!! 

I am happy in believing that the morals of the peo- 
ple are improving in the same degree that light and 
love increase among them. 

Yours respectfully. ABIJAHMOLARK. 

Ellery, N. ¥. Oct. 4, 1822. 
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Messrs. Editors, 

The parallel between Hindooism, Mabometanism, 
and Trinitarianism in your Magazine of the 19th Octo- 
ber, 1822, very much offends my feelings, as light, tri- 
fling, if not blasphemous. Observer must have known, 
that the Roman, Greek, and Protestant churches hold 
the Divinity of Christ; and who denies it, but the Uni- 
tarian body? Beside al] Unitarians must know, that 
Trinitarians are not Tritheists: They hold only one 
God distinguished in his relation to men, in three per- 
sons: many hold then, allegorical persons, some ineffa- 
ble persons. 

Doth not Observer know, that St. John fell prostrate 
fn adoration before Jesus who was alive again ! 

Who are the Hindoos? Probably the children of A- 
braham, that he sent away from the face of leaac.— 
Their three headed idol, for all] Observer knows may be 
an emblem, not of three Gods, but of three relations in 
one God. Father! Word! Holy Spirit! 

Parkhurst, John Hutchingson, and Julius Bates, have 
shewed a Trinity in Unity in the Heavens of one com- 
mon substance—Air. And this Air in the condition of 
Fire at the orb of our Sun. Light proceeding from it, 


and Spirit or Air in motion—Breath, as the support of 
man. 


The Trinitarians could not have taken their notions 
from Hindoos, for we have known but little of them 
till lately. 

I think, Messrs. Editors, the Trinitarians should not, 
in your Magazine, be held up to ridicule and sport, as 
Observer seems to do; for many Universalists are also 
Trinitarians, and bold the Divinity of Christ: Except 
you bave a mind to make a separation, and cry out, To 
your teats, Oye tribes of our Israel, and shew your 


75 
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colors for or against Unitarianism or Trinitarianism.— 
i'l am @ free man and ANOTHER OBSERVER. 


REMARK, 

; Our worthy correspondent is reminded that hy pub- 
| lishing different sentiments, in the Magazine, the Edi- 

tors do but comply with the liberal] professions of the 
| paper, which appeared in its first number; and that we 
| see no reason why a separation should result from ad- 
|hering to the principle which admits the insertion of 
different sentiments. But we agree with him that redi- 
cule should be excluded. And this we discov@r not in 
the piece to which he alludes.—Eduors, 
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John Rogers. 


Messrs. Editors,—As your paper of July 27, contains 
some account of the persecuting spirit of John Rogers, 
and as the public may not be fully informed on the sub- 
j ject, | send you the following extract and remarks. 

** John Rogers, in the reign of Mary, commonly call- 
ed Bloody Mary,”? (whereas it should be, ignorant Ma- 
ry, who placed the power, that God had given her, in 
the hands of bloody, ignorant, cruel priests) was roast- 
ed in the fire. His party, was then the minority. But, 
when it was the majority, a person, earnestly entreated 
him, to use bis interest with the archbishop, to save 
Joan Boucher, who, for beresy, had been condemned to 
the flames. To that earnest entreaty, Rogers answer- 
ed, that burning alive was no cruel death, but easy 
enough.’ Here, the man, having power on his side, 
(i. e. the majority,) his tender mercies are tried ; and 
afterwards, bis party becoming the minority, in justice, 
John had to take bis turn, and to feei, whether burning 
was no crue] death, but easy enough.” ‘They are both 
called martyrs, in the book, written by Fox. 





REMARKS, 

This is the man, whom the children in New-England 
have been taught to consider a holy martyr for the cause 
of Jesus, although his spirit and conduct appear as op- 
posite to the doctrines of christianity, as sin to holiness. 
The primers, which are put in the hands of the rising 
generation, inform them that he suffered martyrdom ; 
that his wife and nine children followed him to the 
stake; that he was not in the least daunted at his last 
parting with his family, nor at the prospect of his awful 
death, and that he patiently and courageously endured 
all for the gospel of Jesus Christ. But they do not men- 
tion his treatment of Joan Boucher; nor describe her 
patience and resignation in the Jast hours of existence. 
By these garbled accounts the youthful is misled, and 
induced to pity him, who refused to pity others. Christ 
declares the blessedness of the merciful, because they 
shall obtain mercy ; but as he manifested no kindness 
to Joan, but affirmed that burning alive was no cruel 
death, but easy enough,”’ he had to test the truth of his 
assertion. The great Teacher instructs us to treat 
others as we wish them to treat us, and e}theugh Rog- 
ers’ conduct was a most gross and palpable violation of 
this command, yet be so clearly saw its propriety, that 
he recommends it to his children in the following 
stanza ; 

And as you would that other men 
towards you should proceed, 

Do you the same to them again, 
when tliey do stand in need. 


It is probable this sentiment, if it was preached from his 
pulpit in London, had no influence on his heart, and 
that a dungeon, and the near prospect of the tragedy of 
Smithfield, melted his obdurate soul, and restored him 
to the possession and exercise of that compassion he 
denied to others, When any individual is held up for 





imitation, let us first inquire whose image he bears, and | 
learn whether he is like the master he pretends tagol- 





low. If Rogers or Calvin is presented for our example, 
let us cautiously reflect on their unchristian conduct 
id unforgiving disposition, and remember, that unless 
we from our souls forgive all our enemies, neither will 
God forgive us; and that the servant is not above his 
master, 

But if we for’'d whom God abhor'd, 


The servant were above the Lornp. HERMES. 
— 0:0 eae 
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ORDINATION, 


At Wilmington, Vt. on Tuesday the 22d of Obtober, 
Br. Hubbard H. Winchester was publicly ordained to 
the work of the ministry. 

Br. David Ballou of Monroe, Mass. the Introductory 
Prayer. 

Br. Hosea Ballou of Boston, the Sermon, from Ps 
li. 13 “* Then will I teach transgressors thy ways, 
and sinners shall be conrerted unio thee.” 

Br. David Ballou, the Ordaining Prayer. 

Br. Hosea Balloo, the Delivery of the Scriptures and 
Charge. 

Br. Hosea Ballou, 2d. of Roxbury, the Right Hand of 
Fellowship. 

Br. Winchester, the Concluding Prayer and Bene- 
diction. 

A numerous and respectable audience attended, and 
evinced, by its attention, a deep interest in the ser- 
vices, 
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To the Editors of the Magazine, 

Gentlemen,—Should the enclosed extract be deem- 
ed by you worthy of insertion in the Universalist Mag- 
azine, your views will coincide with those of your most 
affectionate friend. W. Bere, 


DAMNATION, 


To preach long, loud, and damnation, is the way to 
be cried up; we love a man that damns us, and We run 
after him again to save us. If a man has a sore leg, 
and he should go to an honest chirargeon, and he 
should only bid him keep it warm, and anoint with 
such an oil, an oj] well known, that would do the cure ; 
haply, he would not much regard him, because he 
knows the medicine before hand an ordinary medicine : 
but if he should go to a surgeon that should tell him, 
‘** Your leg will gangrene within three days, and it 
must be cut off, and you will die, unless you do some- 
thing that I could tell you!’ What listening there 
would be to this man! ‘* O, for the Lord’s sake, tell 
me what this’is; | will give you any content for your 
pains.’ Written 200 years ago by Selden. 

: Balsimore Patriot. 
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The great and ‘general call, which has of Jate been 
sent out, inviting people to part with their money to 
secure to themselves and others, the favor of God in eter- 
nity, brings the following to mind— 

When king Stephen gave the tythes of all the lands 
in England to the priesthood, he said, —** J] Stephen, by 
the grace of God, King, being desirous of sharing with 


‘those who barter earthly things for heavenly felicity, 


and moved thereto by the leve of God, and for the 
good of my own soul, and of my father and mother, and 
the souls of all my relations, and my roval ancestors, &c. 
do give to the holy church of St. Peter, and the monks 
thereof, the tythes of all lands,” &c. History of Cor- 
ruptions of Christianity, Vol. ii. p. 17k. 











POET’S CORNER. 








From the Vermont Intelligencer, 





[|The anthor of the following beautiful, feeling and pi- 
ous production, was Mr. Francis Cope, a young gen- 


and the pursuit of virtuous fame. He was drowned 


at sea, in his 20th year.) 


When adverse winds right keenly blow; 

When stern affliction’s grasp we know ; 

Her torch when persecution whirls ; 

When Envy lifts her snaky curls ; 
Thrice happy be whose Soul resign'd, 

Unmov’'d can see the torrents run, 
¥ Can say, his eye to Heaven inclin'd, 
i “ Thy will be done.”’ 





O Life, thy roses thorns unfold; 
O Death thy grasp is fearful cold, 
With riches come unnumbered cares, 
With poverty ten thousand snares, 
Theg where can happiness be found? 
Nor in the cot, nor purple throne,— 
Herein doth happiness abound, 
“* Thy will be done.” 








When blasting winds blow cold and bleak, 
With longing eye and sunken tire ek, 
When haggard famine stalks around ; 
When war triumphant stains the ground ; 
When the sad mother beats her breast, 
To see her babe’s last sigh is drawn ; 
O, what can sooth her Soul to rest; 
** Thy will be done.” 
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Tis this can still the adverse gale, 
*Tis this can bid wan famine hail, 
*Tis this can soften war's alarms, 
*Tis this oppression’s rage disarms, 
This plucks the thistle from our road 
When life’s deluded joys are gone ; 
Tis this will raise the Soul to GOD, 
‘“*Thy will be done.” 





- | 


From the Christian Journal. 


CANZONETTE. 


“Tis sweet, when in the glowing west, 

The sun's bright wheels their course are leaving, 
Upon the azure ocean's breast, 

Te wetch the dark wave slowly heaving. 


And oh! at glimpse of early morn, 
When holy monks their beads are telling, 
Tis sweet to hear the hunter's horn 

From glen to mountain widely Sweiling. 


And it is sweet, at mid-day hour, 
Beneath the forest oak reclining, 

To hear the driving tempest pour, 
Each sense to fairy dreams resigning. 


Tis sweet, where nodding rocks around 
The nightshade dark is wildly wreathing, 
To listen to some solemn sound 
From harp or lyre divinely breathing. 


And eweeter yet the genuine glow 
Of youthful friend-hip’s high devotion, 
Responsive to the voice of woe, 
When heaves the heart with sttong emotion. 








by the greedy water, from the hope of his friends, | 
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‘And youth is sweet with many A joy, 
That frolics by in artless measure ; 
And age is sweet with less alloy, 
In tranquil thought and silent pleasure. 


For He who gave the life we share, 





tleman of Philadelphia, who has been lately snatched 









With every charm his gift adorning, 
Bade eve her pearly dew-drops wear, 
And drest in smiles the blush of morning. 


On the Death of an Infant. 


Thou smiling Cherub, must thou go— 
No more to bless thy parents’ sight? 

Ah yes, thy spotless soul ere long 
Will fy to real.as of pure delight. 


Yet can I wish to call thee back 
To this dark guilty world of woe? 
Forbid it heaven; no, lovely child ; 
I would not keep thee here below. 


Thou never didst commit a fault, 
No sin e’er stain’d thy little heart; 
Then go to heaven, an offering pure, 
Yes, go while pure as heaven thou art. 
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To the Editors of the Magazine, 

I live in a section of country which perhaps is 
more destitute of the preaching of the gospel of unlim- 
ited salvation,than any other part of New-England; yet 
we are occasionally favored with the word of life from a 
worthy young brother in the ministry, who has preach- 
ed in this village several times during the last summer 
and present fall. But the doctrine which he promul- 
gates, meets with much opposition from those who are 
not willing that others should share equally with them, 
who have borne the burthen and heat of the day.— 
They say, if | believed in Universal Salvation, | would 
not care how I lived, nor what I did; would not go to 
meeting, nor put myself to any trouble to serve God.— 
Now, sirs, does not such language plainly manifest that 
their hearts are still in love with sin? Do they not 
consider the service of God as unprofitable in this pre- 
sent life, and the ways of transgression and sin a pleas- 
ant and easy path, and the service of satam more agree- 
able than the service of God? It must be so. There 
appears to be a great inconsistency in their ideas; they 
say that religion is worth possessing were it only for our 
present happiness ; that it will give more solid comfort 
in one bour than al] the pleasures of the world for years ; 
that it is the love of God which leadeth to repentance, 
and that we are in duty bound to obey and serve God. 
So far I consider them correct. But if Universal Salva- 
tion is mentioned, they speak an opposite language. 
What! say they, are sinners, the enemies of richteous- 
ness, to be made equal with us? If that be the case it 
matters not how we live; and are we to receive no 
benefit from forsaking the pleasures of sin, denying our- 
selves of sensuality and taking up the cross? Forget- 
ting that the ynke is easy and the burthen light; and 
that he that soweth to the flesh shall of the flesh reap 
corruption; these expressions, so far from convincing 
me of the truth of their doctrine, tend to show the ab- 
surdity of it. If they by their exertions could obtain 
heaven, would they not, if they are benevolent people 
and desire the welfare of al] men, be much better satis- 
fied amd more amply rewarded, if their exertions should 
be -nfficient for and should finally accomplish the salva- 
tion of all? The truth is, they are not willing that oth- 
ers should receive (he penny and be made equal with 


thew. 


Another inconsistency is, although they afirm that 
those who enter heaven wil] be made perfectly 
-and therefore perfectly happy, and happiness cannot 


| exist without holiness; yet, at the same time deny that 


‘holiness will be of any advantage in thie world, unles 


it be to entitle them to future happiness. If righteous 
ness will produce felicity in the future, why not in the 
ipresent world? But let us draw the veil of charj 

_over their errors, and pray that their eyes may be op. 
ened, that they may behold their Father in heaven, in 
{his true character, who sendeth rain on the just and 
|unjust; who is the Father and Friend of all mankind; 
who is not willing that any should perish, but who will 
have all men to be saved,, and come unto the knowk 
edge of the truth ; who punishes the children of menay 
a father does the son, in whom he delighteth: he isa 
God of love, and it would be repugnant to the natnre 
of such a being, to create men without a design that 
they should profit by their existence. Such a being ag 
| this is worthy of adoration and praise from all intellj-. 
gent creatures. On what principles are children taught 
to respect and obey their parents? Does a kind par. 
ent threaten to slay his children if they disobey him? 
No. He teaches them to obey him becanse he loves 
them, and designs their best good ; and it is their duty 
and for their present happiness to be obedient to bis 
commands, But if they disobey he chastises them, not 
in revenge but in love, hoping to effect their reforma- 
tion. And shal] we say that our Father in heaven acts 
from principles that woul! be derogatory to an earthly 
parent? God forbid. There certainly is enough in 
scripture to establish the idea of present rewards and 
punishments—The way of the transgressor is hard, 
There is no peace saith my God te the wicked. The 
righteous shall be recompensed in the earth; much 
more the wicked and sinner. Is not the way of the 
christian pleasant; and the way of the tran-gressor a 
thorny Pale 1 will leave it to the experience of those 
that have elled botb these roads. No people in the 
world have more reason to praise God than those who 
believe in Universal Salvation ; for they only can have 
that hope which is an anchor to the soul sure and sted- 
fast. If our salvation depends upon the divine purpose 
of God, we may have a well-grounded hope ; but if it 
depends upon our own works, all is uncertainty. But 
we have a shepherd who will not rest satisfied if one 


sheep be gone astray, but will bring it howe rejeicing. 
WARREN. 
Gardiner, Me. Oct. 13, 1822. 





FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 





It is frequently asserted by the opposers of impartial 
grace and salvation—*' If we believed that licentious 
doctrine we would commit every kind of crime with 
impunity.”? Query. Do such possess that love that 
worketh no ill to his neighbor? Were they folillers of 
the ** royal law of love, thou shalt love thy neighbor as 
thyself,” and sensibly impressed with the truth that all 
men are brethren, children of one common parent, and 
destined to one glorious immortality, towards whom 


would they cherish a spirit of malevolence or injury ? 
ii. 














MARRIED, 

In this city, by the Rev. Mr. Heading, Capt. Morace 
Watson, late of the U. S. army, to Miss Thurzia Ho- 
bart, of Charlestown. 

By the Rev. Mr. Dean, Mr. Isaiah Eaton to Mrs. 
Grace T. Billings. 

In Wrentham, Mass. on Thursday morning last, by 
the Rev. Hosea Ballou, Mr, Hiknrny Bowen, of Bos- 
ton, publisher of the Universalist Magazine, to Mise 
Mzneta M. Metcanr, daughter of Mr. Lewis Metcalf. 





DIED, 


In this city, on Friday evening 25th ult, Lonisay 99) 


daughter of Mr. John Trull, aged 3 years and 7 mo. 





Horace and Seby] Bird, aged 5 years. 


In Waltham, 16th inst. Lydia Pierce, daughter of 











